with the Italians over priority, and his lamentable falling out with Manson, were but three affairs in which Ross's sense of proportion failed him.
The Keynes Press publication from the Memoirs represents a signal tribute to Ross's hard-won solution of the Great Malaria Problem. No figure in tropical medicine, and few in any other field, could match Ross for his ability to write history as well as make it.
Eli Chernin Harvard School of Public Health JAKE W. SPIDLE, JR., Doctors of Medicine in New Mexico: a history of health and medical practice 1886 -1986 , Albuquerque, University of New Mexico Press, 1986 ; idem, The Lovelace Medical Center: pioneer in American health care, Albuquerque, University of New Mexico Press, 1987, pp. xii, 217, illus., $27.50. These excellent books are the first significant historical studies of the evolution of medical practice in New Mexico, which became the 47th state in 1912. Written by a professor of history at the University of New Mexico, they are rooted in an extensive archival and oral history programme that has been supported by the University of New Mexico Medical Center Library since 1982. Though slightly more celebratory than critical, they are valiant efforts to analyse medical practice with the criteria and viewpoints of social historiography.
The first book is "a solid, reliable introduction to the subject", as Spidle intended. During the late 1870s and early 1880s, immigrants surged into New Mexico Territory, riding the early trains, less fearful of Indians, eager to exploit the mines. Probably no more than 100 physicians practised in the Territory in 1886 when the Las Vegas Medical Society, founded four years earlier, transformed itself into the New Mexico Medical Society. By 1906, the number had doubled; by 1912, doubled again. The latter growth spurt involved numerous doctors who-like their more numerous patients-sought the arid, sunny climate for treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis. More than forty sanatoria were founded in the state between the late 1890s and the mid-1920s. Using maps and tables, Spidle ably presents demographic data about the growth and distribution ofphysicians in the state, and he assesses the impact of the sanitorium movement on health care practices in the new state.
After a chapter on women physicians, especially those who practised in the mountain missions, Spidle reviews the painfully slow evolution of public health policies, noting that New The abortion debate that began in the 1960s has been surveyed extensively; there also exist a number of studies of nineteenth-century attitudes towards inducement of miscarriage. Knowing the beginning and the ending of the story we now can turn to Barbara Brookes's study for the essential middle portion. The author's thesis, which is amply demonstrated, is that in the first half of the twentieth century abortion was transformed from a female-controlled form of fertility control into a medically-dominated surgical procedure.
Brookes argues that working-class women, faced with the economic necessity of limiting family size and not having access to contraceptives, long accepted abortion as a necessary form of fertility control. Ironically, the growing respectability of contraception in the early twentieth century was won, in part, by defenders of birth control attacking recourse to abortion. And birth
